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2 A Voice tn e darkass Q. Shinkd,

The Torah generally introduces a statement, “And Hashem
said to Moshe...” In parashas Mafios we find"a deviation
from this pattern. The Torah writes, “And Moshe spoke to
& the heads of the mattos (tribes) saying...” What is the reason
for this change in phrasing?

The passuk continues, “...this is what you should tell the
Jewish people...” In other sections the Torah merely states
Ihe concept without this introductory phrase. What justifies
adding these words in this parashah?

Most of the Torah was taught to Moshe Rabbeinu in a brief
form, and then taught to the rest of Klal Yisrael in a more
glaborate version. Parashas nedarim differs from the rest of

the Torah in two ways. Moshe Rabbeinu told it directly to
)j. the leaders of Klal Yisrael_and relayed the parashak in the
condensed form that he had heard it directly from Hashem.

3 The parashah of nedarim comes to teach us the great power
of speech that we have been endowed with. A simple object
can be sanctified with kedushah merely by uttering a few
words. By saying, “This is like a korban” we can even give
an object the status of hekdesh.

Similarly, Jewish mouths should be sanctified with words
of Torah and prayer. Someone who pollutes his speech with
lashon hara and other verbal transgressions is destroying
this holy gift. His Torah will not affect him and his tefillos

will not be accepted by Hashem.

“Life and death are regulated by the tongue.” Our Sages
revealed to us that eternal life in the next world, or
conversely spending the rest of eternity in oblivion, depends
on how one uses his faculties of speech. Shlomo HaMelech
drove this lesson home when he said, “Whoever guards
his mouth and tongue, spares himself from devastating

punishment.”

For this reason parashas nedarim is written differently than
L’the rest of the Torah. By using the exact concise wording that
Hashem had relayed to Moshe Rabbeinu, Hashem wished
ta_convey how carefully one must deal with the power of
the tongue involving nedarim and all speech-related areas.
Each word must be weighed prudently lest the wrong word
slip out and wreak havoc in the world.
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This is why the Torah introduces nedarim with the words,
“This is what Hashem said...” Unlike other parshiyos that
Qere altered for the sake of clarity and explanation, the
Torah used the exact wording to relay this section. This
choice of brevity comes to stress how careful one must be
when choosing words in any setting.

After the above explanation, we can understand why

the section of nedarim had to be taught directly to the
leaders of Klal Yisrael. Only great Torah scholars are Sﬁ
capable of fathoming the terse version and then accurately
communicating it to _the rest of the Jewish people. After
they had sufficiently absorbed this section they could teach

it to the rest of the Jewish people in their own words.

~pWe should learn from the terse nature of the parashah
of nedarim and apply it to our everyday speech. Great
precaution must be exercised when selecting each word that
leaves our mouths. Guarding our tongues in this manner will
help us to avoid the many speech-related transgressions that
can easily creep their way into our conversations.

S

On_one hand, the parashah of nedarim was written
succinctly to teach us how much we have to weigh every
word. However, at the same time the Torah elaborates on
these halachos to teach us how stringent they are. The final

Jjudgment on one’s speech is from the most arduous aspects
of our final din.




Rav Yitzchak Blazer transcribed the works of his teacher,

Rav Yisrael Salanter; égd was one of Rav Yisrael’s most
famous students. After Rav Yitzchak Blazer’s death, he

came to his colleague Rav Chaim Berlin in a dream. Rav
Yitzchak revealed to him that while all of the judgments
in the next world are difficult, that of speech-related sins is
among the hardest.

Doing teshuvah on these transgressions during one’s
lifetime is no easy task. Constant repetition makes these
aveiros almost an inseparable part of our personalities.
Only with great effort can we remove these words from our
conversations. )

Chazal teach us that a person is judged on all of his words.
Even the simple conversations that he had with his spouse
will be included in his final reckoning. Every word needs
to be accounted for.

*In the past century, technology has brought us an array
of new gadgets that can transmit and record our words.
The_Chofetz Chaim noted that these inventions are meant
to teach us the great surveillance that takes place on our
speech. When the day of din comes all of our words will be
played back to us.

The Zohar describes what this moment will be like. After
listening to the words that we said we will beg, “Please
give me another opportunity!” The Heavenly Assembly
will reply, “Whoever made the effort in their lifetime will
reap the reward in the World to Come.”

7

How can we guard our tongues successfully? Learning
the halachos of lashon hara from the sefer Chofetz Chaim
certainly has a major impact on the way one speaks. The
previous Gerrer Rebbe, Rav Avraham Mordechai Alter,
testified about himsel!f that he could feel the effects of one
day that he did not learn the halachos of lashon hara.

The Nine Days

During the Nine Days, when we make an effort to mourn
¥,the Beis Hamikdash, we must be especially careful to
guard our tongues. Senseless hatred that expressed itself
as lashon hara was one of the main causes of the Temple’s
destruction. Every generation that the Temple is not rebuilt,
is held accountable as if they had propagated its ruin.

When Rav Sternbuch was a bachur in yeshivah, talmidim
would fall onto the floor during the Nine Days, crying over
the great loss they felt that the Beis Hamikdash has not been
rebuilt. What a moving sight it was to see such a heartfelt
expression of mourning!

The destruction of the Beis Hamikdash means that the
Shechinah has left us. Qur mourning during these times
brings the Shechinah back and will eventually lead to
the rebuilding of the Temple. May we see the fulfillment
soon of what Chazal promised, “All those who mourn the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash will merit to experience
the joy of its rebuilding.”

403 oMy wrRIn
0™ 14 4

YoIkD MYY BIXR AR 0DwhH” sk x mayn) OO0 TINK 5 Y5n

ﬁ?ﬁn nmmaY yin rab avn Sraw IR LAY N N wYyp
535 WDl NWYTp M Yun I T DK YT PY WK QW OMRDWA
W 701 oyl yan LOwipa omina v rniava 9y vn
¥5 Hion Kt 907091 2w mwnTpY NN T YTin WKW X Dovnn
n Sw onim
70 91T 93 WIR 05 AaTmy) TMAT VAW MOKIT 1 MmN Ky

oW AT Wy KDw 131 55m KOW e mamo) WM, Sm kY
71 Y Wit KIT IMTE Dyyn DIR Sw oA ™ ormY ukym
- < amwyd X9 1950 KD et yn
12T ONET R DYY L AwTipaw DMaa AT PR DX D)

WP .(5an mun -pax nowt p) 09907 PRI DAA W TUTTp 0K
) NYVIN KT NTH MATTAW

§

AN jn DINT INm

in

AMINY 191 11 APW WK MBRPR KT OIRA W 1T o
3 x13) DIRT MY MRIW KT .oan My axw Y3 as by mpwin
K¥I1 W D™N nnwl DpNK ONIN 109 0PN Dnwl PHK3 NBNY
g 1" MW NI NWTTR TIo DA [XIn ~kY5mn mar annma el
ANwTPY Y TR TIMWN hn DIK] ODuw 0Tnn Nhwl mopnwin
:ypn nwnm) OO 3Py M12INT WYTpT QBoa and 11D
1,737 n Yya xpaw M X onn Hya ke by am prxa nbea

A1 MMm¥Yn oYn nBwd 13 nhw_Synn pihx phn xnw Mwan Tvn

NI oD R MY” KIP3 AN 751 DA NNWI PRI DT :NOW D

R WIRT 3 PRI AN L7Ront Kpaw pwba nma vn by Kinw hanm

ZATIND 13 900D Y 129 ,MIM TYD DI P NKm M1a opYR M

mnby M9b wanb Labn by K pwha nma v nab¥t s
abaw mminoy !

DK MY YW ML KA N nbyn W NK 1M WM
1 NKT OV T3 T2 .50 KYWM3 TIRD rag W 2%, DIRAw,
1211 DM N XNV LIBLD WK ,DIPIOY WIT 1IW NI 2D M
.070MaT A5 spnynY MU 1 WY 3% DM KIAW A AT XY
X NMMAY W7 ~K9YmR T NPnad KW MaTE WKD P
13 K KD JTRY o AXINY AT MKY IR 0N 12 NRYMA
K57 MMAT MY 1K DNV IYBY A% DK YImwnw pad Maan
gmnn vHya Ixw Yan DIRO Pp InTn 723 X5 MY
et 9T 1DKW nyapn 1avan naxanm 93 pnn 0
3% nmy Jon XYW Wyl DR NN amnn DmYKR  monTnnwY
0n DRY PR OMWw 1KY T v 1191 1B 1 NYwn nnbwn
BRI XL AWK Habr 2o (0w YT nET k1 mvaw ) K0T
QU PK ,DTNDWAW ML DK 000 OrK 357 AN WRN VW)
WNRA AT PN KT WTPBM YNpT MATHT DN YW wym 1mom
g?in b K DMMND MNP DML nynwnY 19 Y uowin v
- a9
YIRW % 1 many) MOWIIM TIMXR AW MAT Y innl K% nyn
b3 frapma wpa% KW MM TMA NN AYW3 01 3 TN X
MAT1 11 oYY — IORD cND w12 MmNy wpdn i1 L Yemw
X™A7 TOAa DK 937 IKY 799 WY A9MKY — nRmM TN
IMKD PO M3 TV K D19KY WEK PR I n'?xwvn 0N 0
on uwn v Pl 12N _MAT AT Py W9y wownil 19

WPPY MA AT MW UM KOW avm D wbham L nawnn S5y wawn

S5y, 9mim Yp ,owp DpaRn DXV WY INK A8 A S5y maw MK
. : L.onw



It

bt NYTp

AT DN WYRY MNWE_MOTIY Y ommTp opry
S0 Sy miabwn nnk? wn ) w mmwp
1727.5m KY* 50871 D raw nyIm yyr Nopy YKL MR NIT M

T2 NN nd

am_aoynb N wmpni MATa Wyn mnw nm

MY amo mSeb anvainw arwaa ) OIx 5w N0 M2 D)
Ly DInpo 72 PRY NN Namna 3T IR 3 gn 1% PR

MM NYWH My NIIAY ONDN PIoD NN LFawy? thn Ky 5o

xyip oonY XN

P Toyb TR DR mpn o\ iaw R TH

™27 5y 1rapa ~1aT Ym kD' TYn OTK DKW 33 YN na

% A0 x¥n K3 FMIN NV

VIBI RYTA Y337 YPYN 71°3p7 K 2771 W 0 w03 awm Ay
A3 OMAT N T 1AM MK M DIRA AW [OIK MK Sw)
DX DK .Y Yah meny mmw w oaxa KDY NI M
NN MO Mwy Sweb Ay Ny 1Y 1NN P3P 0N DY K
NWNN' Dmwaw mbyy 137 WK MIT3 Aom myyaw oIk JrRn

: .om

by AYYp WAl M RWNY WNTA NN
B\ h it
Axmwnn A1 9%p M
A ,mbBI T IR PN W1 WK T3

L 1T YN T MWIKA YIbw M7 AT Y WKW N
PRI T AMAYTE T 1KY MmN vy TNy
5 ATy whonnt P YW
Xwub SN MOFTRR Nmn Yy 0rhyi
sMDK OMIT AYMWNM MATH Nama Py K1 Yo TN e
Spm T T DY Jums DMK EmaT oYY YU faivamyn!

VWD N TOHY WD T UMD KO (K _mne heoy) KU
593" W vt Yyip yMaTT 053 INa 1M1y .0MaT DX nv’me;.

“mh IR M ONMK NNbY Ml PNEHY MR WK 61 o)

1 rmw PN nYm xa pwbn 1Ky Arawi 10 mMwon NYINN«

oM AWYIPI TN M 9N DK DRW KOK mwyr — Vhn Kywi

Mo YW o NWBKRNT X1

AV JPOM MK 1AM T ,AYn XY DX ,AYYR YW Xonhd o .
— T 0w vy on voyw  mynawd omm nuom [ e = i e 20 AN
€ Tapwa wawn Xb* a1 M Kb~ 1M NN B DTN DK

IRV TN prima Sw mwn nxIMT wynn FTIponT- IROM
by fna dw abibm omn rar oyw axad e bxawm anx 5
.13 RIT_NBRAWw PR Y DR DT WK Knw 9 by nR *

o :13‘7 WP MO _K*YT RTIAYTON WROTN priTiT 123
Zynart v by oM BINT 1 prxn Wk Mbbr Mmw abwd my v
K 0 19w ym neyn an nmbwa Y3 bX ybw wnbbm nmna

, LM s kb aam n baa v an
o1 b NwTpH AR M AYRY wHnn K DR AWK Wrmhn b kY
@n‘: 13 whbn wn  nmhen 553 oad na RN LWIR NWR

pbn NE1pa P Yam mm Spr e Yxven bw mar an sl om
by ana ma Ysw aan

l
Pwbn v onm;

3 ,m “Swn) NI D02 YIPW OIXK Y5n DIAT MIAT LAY nyn

: SPwhi e anm nn”
AR YNYR PPBK NAWST TI0Aw 93) N2 MK TP PR MNNT mMKRY

DIRIW DR W MOT RAT MITHT I3 IKINW INKD L0 vmn poa
T O NNBT 0B YT MR, 0700 Ova Yon amn X aw
MY N TanY Y TR T M avnen mom oS
‘ 7D MKna Mon A oK Yo
“TIINLIT NN NI 127 70 WY A0 B0 DITMIpY 5

;n'mon DMKD KT 03 KA LNum 2705 ma L ynd mhwn pwbn wha
Ty S epornt RS JNY PR OIKOD YA 0V i
;rgm mMx% 12720 AN 0wy mpsY T.0MaT oM an oy
o Jwon avenw odonn oan
:mm:% = wba DMmLn DUAT DR R wyT RS Py ok

@MW 1PN NYYN 7T M §X1NDK YIM KYK WK pinn "I
NI 0AT NS0 RK APYA 1% 0YIK .21 mabwn  Mann yang
v w3

My UK DMIDR] NAMWaY Twn Twewn PNbY _ K¥M” Py
py5 0K KW 721 90 KOW 77 MK WA LYNED NP Bpmva
Yoerp DIWM TFapn MY oW Dwn omwyb ToKw Dwyn o
PR 1172 BK DYpnI MM .amn Tn Dw_Mon DYIIK? MOXY
'x; P 1 Yy g amna JTwYY MO 1YY K1 K7 OMon Awyn
STm X N Sw MoK wwn 93 13 P sbn Daxn amwyon yin
AW Dwn 2anY P Y3 mn MON3 MoK JnbIdR NKT MmN
DA nYya v .o 7aKmn owob 1K Y Twyn mwy? myy Sy DX
BMOKM D MwyY w1 DIK W 1 D3 4K O™IT N0

YN M AT MW NAKY UK DPIpT D193 oMMy DMWY QITIWAY .
; 170K bW TH MY NNXw 9y

| . 3
SPROMATZNbY Ma1am MYBNT MK MATET D03 WY 13 M
“FO3 DK K3 M o My R N omwn mbs Yy am opn
A0 AT cMIOYR MU hiown TwY 9non K »men
TOTIDNA TMTAY L NN MY DT DYt awynn uvm
K OMW Mpn YV N 172pa sonpn 7apm I priyt 0PIy

“_]L!’ﬁl! whw* (2 yeur) TN T A YWNT KA 1M L 07700 Wmnw

Db ptbon ww wKN wyn 93 T ST9IR prnya mm o

KWV pTINT MDA MYBn Maw KYK Y K9 prIvT nymb Drnta
SPnTY o p m) YTV 2TINw Y NN M Yvath pyY Hnon

ATANA DR XD PR AYN sSvan priv M m7api W 2vn
Lywab prI¥T MaW NKMA Mom 773pn yap Pw KUK KNAT PY
a7 Sy ooor avapm
AK @ A "amy TN QMBS 7AW ANDT Nk A Pav WwoK]
T PK WK LT b KbBY 33 MWR IR WIRT VNNT YT M
Lamb :oyReyn NUwY 1293 1h TnKa YNon DKW AxbeM nyon

© 2T 2vma (T Pwhr YW awn ompw wnk 7 whT amxm 1K
S yow amom abvn Sw xYmba By hanu LXeTnn MaTaw i
oon Sw phwh o

121 D¥n Nuwh K DMmng oMot Ly gmoX
nbMAA O MDA JAY3 MKW pIoD MN PR3 KA 33
DT T9nY nonoy My Yyay ww nyap amna mbn*  NwIn
DINK A AWK M1 NK Y51 YAy 7 mpnl anvx bw nMmmon
#nb roDY M o 5 W) MK TPNAT NNon TN oK Jom
Ly Kb TEM AMYEY APPT KWW @roan mum “HNK THRTT K
mATw Yy KYK I N 0 T A XYMy TN MM

T AD3 DMDR DD W OK AW Tt ovs kY TN




o0

7”9) £'771_XNDOWNI XIPRT A1 3P M

/87NN D717 PBRY 12T P XD B Yy (1R
O’DNMY IV W WY 13 PRY 12T Y TTY 1D
by 03 7T DR R KDWY Pan ,MORD 3373

b'n Lo5n BIR 2 1w *BY uUa jPwal nn
aMRabY N vhaT awy XPw 31 Yo RY
WRY INRD A2 N7 Y 35 MR yIe 3%

SMrRnY AN 1P 9902 2”wn 131 .59 oon
Ton R¥TA Y23 137 v ®b pUay (Apy w)
X121 BB RSW OTIw M7 Yonw vy

,NANI0 M 3 0°2W 0127 N3Th OX JNW:
BRI 7YY CNPVP AT QPR 02T N3TR O

DR PN 13T Mwy? OIRY PRY 1021 5 x'?*

YT 273 a1 O3 RO WY TR XTI 930w
OB RZI OTIPR ARw M3 Y 373 mn

127 ROX 1 PRY AR 272 MYTT3 MIRXIN Yoinn
53 mR RIY (0° XBT) SINREn 191 R0y
(1 DI WY AWyl MW PN e nen
apy* 93 RAR ‘M 07503 01273 ’DY D1 NaN
927 R TV AMRIM L,Awyn kY3 pw MR
D3 PRY D°DY3 03T P OX 3 OPNOR O3
AWM DM MRY IR LY 2 an s
v xR T S Tmmen taraw bon
a5 AN YD1 AN OBPNR 1T YYW 091 R

MOR T3 DWn A onP 13 Dam niym

R ¥R 00N 03TV 1 XY 12 wnnwa®

r .
wrnwa® Moxw 1w *va 1y pon Ye o31h

wnnwsm MR B2 PRY DR 1N 1272 1

oy von x3MA Y33 D1 oM qnerp3 byn

SRS I I 3T Y. T Sow ¥

MR P YRR PN XIR 1IN
7721 '3 n”apn 2385 IR VPR A%bN 1N
ARTPAR RIPR YT LBy NI 3 o YR
LHWR (0 PYY) PIOBT YIBNY (27 R7N) pUin
DAY AW IR WR AWINT PORM DI
SRAIRT CWITR W ST i Yy oRpw 3%
LI IR R RYR ORI 2°N2 XY POy OR
DBY RAPIRT P PRTA NPRD TIN 3T
T M Panw wrm LawIn pw e
by DRN21 72T CTIPW RAPTIRT WITHN
M2 AN W P DWIN e 0w
%991 P YN3RI OTIY P PDY ,MRD
RIPNRT WA WA TV WURD 'Y MW
AWIN ARNa X123 ‘D oowb

S XY WY AMn2 2N 3 Y7 1ey l'
77 03y 12%mw 13 naebn amnaw LR 1A

S RY IR TIY W LRXDA MPA XM T
TV S0 YR 113,10 13T Y XYw 11T

25w nan

A" L e 11 Mayv yrnn e o XA

an3 Lphn b ovmara T Yonh b mow

20 bw 0372 11 wenwa? Mok N 9o

AR In OTRY TR DAY (0 137an) U peho

mBY L1002 OIRY 1 PTIR AT ANY 197K @

2 A 1277 Mo RY X avn

_ |
/05 1 DYy PHI 1137 DIWRY (v K1 myen) NI MKW X 9’
w5 mnwe) 27YT “OMR YBAT DT WD YR Mo omw ymb
omw N Snon o S YOIW MAYTT 102 3 (0 prn 0T ww
"5 oavby ninthw XY KW PhAW awIpil M7 M 5y qwxa Raly
.oRShm
may My ."DTJN NHBY*IT NIWNKA 17 PIoh WA LYNI AW 03
"0 MM] IKINT NY;ING MU DK RYIM DIRT M Sw xbomn
™7 VK DY 307 wHn T CKY AYMIY  1 nnw) 2w
+(n% n7 omaT "NNK Nbwri
M3T DK Nnaw w3 Sxwe bw pmea gixman Yw) nan mr v
213w 13 SRMN AR AN M LM ThY P X0 TBYOR” *pea
Tav7 13 Yyibn bx nom KOV NOAIW .. FWb3 13T MNNT (M ,m oM
TOY DY yivsb ...Pb3 13T DWRE Now M bR ua mbboaw
JPBn MK Ywyn owInnn YK DMAraw S yIR ¥

¥

IR SR n

Y MY Sy mana fow pwbn mawn nmx YK omaT omxa
KW WY MKW O ) nnx Sy [ avw 9331 oe Y33 mn
QYK AWM NWIPn N1 AN Ity o 1O omn

MW NI Wwapw Y710 137 1 2M3 onwe amney) 27¥T #OMn yane
AKYIND MW b xon Ywa omynwn 0P DKW va aan
A2 M UYWL K T UYWL, INyn K .0P0 DKW INIKG
JIWNT AIRA TN 133 12 ROnbRw

W DR D700 it wh MW ¢ 7 mn omaw 97 W3 rva
HTATM W TRy MY ANk Rom LY amxk obym Sxawn,
WM APSWIT DK PYRY KA heTp Yy ommwm pwba emn
JTWIHA UNYIKY DX PM wnnw KM

11

~

%
LX) Y 1037 2"wn By Ay o
939 VD WYl D IR WIpn I 2 L(7,R'D
ANIMIT MBI DR YIpn Nw Yow Bwt .aw
Wy 33 WP NTAY MInwn amRTINI A91N3
M AR OO0 XYY YER RIWM OTITR M7
THPNI AN PIM LTIN IYVIP P awTn nxesn
Yy Y93 wraY BIRT AR Wwn 57
n2an Y% MY’ W oy (3B YY) O"hRn 'Y
>pban Jynb X YKL N33 T0BA 3 000 T
11°21_,Mnawm mMyin ‘Nt rIp? mxw e
e %y ’W1 oAD"y ™At nbon e
X"22 VIR M MRRIY MAx_NIY menw

— Jwy TwR Y3 AR MDY 13 pPa XM BUAY ¥
LT0Y UK Y3 AR AR pRaw B IR e

-’,,mnx‘: by Yawa X 7 apa nwyw o b3 .

. PooNA ML UMp NIt I 1ank e e

— nBYpMM 71 ATIAY PUYT SM M50 neany
PIOYY 3N MY AN Ty M3 vy

- #%n oY AP oe 13 nam wred TRn a2
IO, WTpY MW O R 10N .37 'Y R
SMNIT VY R RIVNRT MBI Py L0172
1D R MIBA PYBY 0 WY WK IR NI N
R 7DD LAM OB Yy N ‘A nTay Ry
moyY Tyraw Xw e Y3 Piyw w09
Sp°y npvpnn 1 Syw nen 19%1 ,nY omay 1
SO0 anmayd Ipvrnn nw %3 wn nonmay
NTAYY 972 OINYR DIRY OTIAR WY I'Ren

.t

nsng T
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23

here is an intriguing Gemara that states ( Nazir 23b), “Ein
Hakadosh Baruch Hu mekape’ach afilu s’char sichah na’ah. The
Holy Blessed One does not begrudge anything, not even the
reward for pleasant conversation.” So let’s think .for a
minute. What does this sichah na’ah mean? What constitutes

pleasant conversation?

The Gcmw would not know eas-

ily on our own. If the Gemara would tell you that the
Almighty rewards us for wearing tefillin, it would be a super-
fluous statement; every child knows that we are rewarded for

wearing tefillin.

Therefore, 1 think we can rule out Torah discussions as a possi-
ble definition of sichak na’ah, pleasant conversation. Torah discus-
sions are certainly pleasant, more pleasant than anything else, but
this in not the topic of this Gemara. If the Gemara were referring
to talking in learning or saying a dvar Torah, there would be no
need for this statement. Everyone knows there is reward for learn-

ing and teaching Torah.

ol

1t seems, theretore, that the Gemara must be discussing even
lesser conversations, conversations that do not necessarily fulfill
any specific mitzvos. Nonetheless, if a person conducts even his

casual conversations in a pleasant manner, he is also worthy of
~’rcward. That seems to be what the Gemara is saying. But how are
we to understand it? Reward is not a simple concept. It is some-
thing fully earned. There are no gifts, no handouts, no freebies, as
the younger generation likes to call them. So _why does the
Almighty reward pleasant conversations if they_are only casual?

2Y THE BEDROCK OF EXISTENCE

n order to explain this piece of Gemara, I think we need to

focus for a little while on some of the most fundamental ques-
tions of existence. What are we doing in this world? Why did the
Almighty create a creature so_sublime as the human being and
insert him into such i ?

We could talk about this all day without arriving at an answer
that we can really understand completely. But there is a bottom
like answer that we know and accept, a bedrock answer upon
which we build the edifice of our existence. Our purpose in this
world, whether or not we truly understand it is to recognize

he divinity of the Almighty within His creation. That is the
central function of the human intellect, to observe andasstudy
and think and discover the guiding hand of the Almighty and
His infinite greatness.

s

The discovery of the Almighty thenceforth informs the way we

His ways, forms the basis of the Jewish system of morality. We do
not have a pragmatic system of morality, which shuns cruclt)_/: for
instance, for practical reasons; be cruel to someone today, and
someone will be cruel to you tomorrow. Now, that’s not the
Jewish outlook. We see that the Almighty is kind and merciful, and

therefore we too must behave in a kind and merciful manner. We |

see that the Almighty cares for the sick and the poor, for widows
and orphans; therefore we too must act in the same way.
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So let me tell you another, less discussed attribute of the
Almighty that we have to emulate. We say, “Ve’atah s mechayeh es
kulam. And You give life to them all.” The Almighty sustains the

ntire world at all times through a continuous shefa of chivus, a
never-ceasing emanation of the life force. Should He interrupt this
emanation for even one moment, creation would cease to exist.

This then is the most fundamental attribute of the A]Tméhty in
His relationship with the cosmos: the giving and sustaining of life
itself. It follows that we, as Jews, must also seek to be lifc-giyéfs“
Our avodab, our divine service in this world, is to give life to oth-
ers, to be considered bonei olam, builders of the world, in recog-
nition and emulation of the Almighty Himself.

Rabbi Yochanan Hasandlar, the great Tanna, was a shoemaker
by trade. He made shoes for a living. It is said that he _\gisim,ey-
ached yichudim while he was stitching shoes. This was an avodah
of some sort whereby he directed special thoughts to the Almighty
while he was doing his mundane work.

What were these special thoughts?

Rav Yisrael Salanter suggests that his thoughts were to make
an_excellent shoe so that his customers should get their full
money’s worth and the best use of the shoe for the longest
time. If it was his lot in life to make shoes, at least let them be
good shocs. This was his avodab, to be meyached yichudim.
Why? Because it emulated the life-giving attributes of the

Almighty and thereby recogni wledged the Divine
Presence in this world.
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onversation, talking to other people, is also an avodah, just
like making shoes. We look at it as just talking, but it’s much
more. Or at least, it could be.

A young man who is in computers, 3 talmid chacham, told me
an Entcrcsn;gg_insight about working with_non-Jews z.md goq-
observant Jews. I asked him if they respected him for being a reli-
gio’ﬁ‘s-luéw, and he said, “Only in one area. They don’t use obscene

and foul language in my presence, and if they forget and do. it,
they apologize.”




Incredible! Human beings are created with a tzelem Elokim, in
the Vimagc of the Almighty, but the corrosive disease of obscene
langiiage withers it away until there is nothing left. nggll_, ,k:ggw
that this kind of language penetrates every corner of society, from
the lowest to the highest. It’s a way of life. And yet, this young
talmid chacham radiated such holiness that people felt they should
be more refined in his presence. In his small sphere of influence,

*hc succeeded in purifving and elevating the speech patterns of

those around him. This is called avodah. This is called binyan
olam, building up the world.

1 .
J\Plcas:mt conversation, sichah na‘an, holds tremendous power. If
you speak to others with kindness and commssion you can llt.(ﬂ_‘;l?-
ly revive and sustain them. You can give them life. You can become
a boneh olam, 2 builder of the world, and for that you deserve to
be rewarded. A stranger walks into the beis midrash., and you go
over and say, “Shalom aleichem!” With these t.wo sxmpl,c words,
vou’ve transformed him. In effect, you’ve told him, “You’re some-
i)ody important. You count. 1 recognizc? your w.orth,. and I
acknowledge it.” That is pleasant conversation that gives life, that
revives, that sustains, that deserves a great reward.

1 4. .. . ™ ~e
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nother important element of pleasant conversation is simply
to know how to phrase your ideas and thoughts in ways that
are not offensive, hurtful or disrespectful to other people.

%Ch and every one of us is obligated to breathe life into peo-
ple around him, whether it is in regards to Torah, avedah or any
of the other aspects of life in which they need support. The
Almighty will then breathe life into us and support us in _every-

thing we need.
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